
 

The Real St. Patrick’s Day 

“And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in 

heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.’”       

Matthew 28:18-20 

Greetings Church Family, 

As the weather begins to warm, we are reminded once again that spring is upon us – and that means that 

the day of wearing something green and pinching forgetful loved ones is drawing near. Of course, I am referring to 

the holiday we celebrate on March 17th known as St. Patrick’s Day; a day that commemorates the saint’s death. 

Many Christians thumb their nose at this rather obscure holiday due to the drunken carousing and empty revelry 

that often accompany it. However, this holiday actually has a Christian origin and a missional impulse behind it. To 

understand the meaning of St. Patrick’s Day, one must know the history of the man himself. 

Patrick (or St. Patrick) was born in Britain sometime around 385AD toward the end of the Roman Empire to 

a father who was a deacon and a grandfather who was a pastor. However, around the age of 16, Patrick was 

kidnapped by Irish pirates and enslaved. Patrick writes in his Confessio1 that the time he spent in captivity was 

critical to his spiritual development. He explains that the Lord had mercy on his youth and ignorance, and afforded 

him the opportunity to be forgiven his sins and convert to Christianity. While in captivity, he worked as a shepherd 

and strengthened his relationship with God through prayer, eventually leading him to convert to Christianity. 

After six years of captivity, Patrick escaped on a boat and found his way back to Britain. But, while he may 

have gotten out of Ireland, Ireland never got out of him. After studying to become a pastor, Patrick went right back 

to Ireland following his ordination. He claimed he had a dream where he heard an Irish voice declare to him, “We 

beg you, holy youth, that you shall come and shall walk again among us.”2 And that is precisely what he did! He 

took the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the same Druid people that enslaved him. From that day forward, Christianity 

would spread across that pagan country like a firestorm! 

Therefore, as we prepare to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day this year, let us remember the heart for 

evangelism, the pursuit of mission, and the power of the Gospel that fueled this man of God to take Jesus to the 

nations.  

For the Sake of the Gospel, Pastor Darren Jones 

 

1
https://ccel.org/ccel/p/patrick/confession/cache/confession.pdf.  

 

 
 

Upcoming in April 
 

Men’s Breakfast—Church Fellowship Hall 
Saturday, April 4, 8am 

Church Council Meeting 
Tuesday, April 5, 7pm 

WMU Ladies Meeting/Lunch 
Wednesday, April 6, 12pm 

Palm Sunday 
Sunday, April 10 

Deacons Meeting 
Tuesday, April 12, 7pm 

Good Friday 
Friday, April 15, 7pm 

Easter Services—Sunday, April 17 
Prayer & Thanksgiving Breakfast—TBA 

Sunday School—9:45am 
Worship Service—11am 

No AWANA 
Family Business Meeting 

Wednesday, April 20, 6:30pm 
Church Staff Appreciation Sunday 

Sunday, April 24 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

March Calendar 
Tues, Mar. 1    Church Council Meeting, 7pm 
Sat, Mar. 5       Men’s Breakfast, 8am 
Tues, Mar. 8    Deacons Meeting, 7pm 
Wed, Mar. 9     WMU Ladies Meeting/Lunch, 
12pm 
Sun, Mar. 20    AWANA Derby, 5pm 
Mon, Mar. 21   Office Closed (Holiday) 
 

March 6-13    
Season of Prayer for North American 

Missions and the Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering—Church Goal—$1,200 

 

Every Sunday:   
Sunday School—9:45am 
Worship Service—11:00am 
AWANA—5pm  
 
 

March Birthday’s 
 

    
     03/03        Kyle Harmon 
    03/09        Tony Settles 
    03/13        Lousie Brant 
    03/14        Tom Roney 
    03/15        Jim Thomas 
     
     

 
 

.ÏÒÔÈ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
!ÎÎÉÅ !ÒÍÓÔÒÏÎÇ %ÁÓÔÅÒ /ÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ 

ɉÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÏÆ -ÁÒÃÈɊ 
 

/ÕÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÇÏÁÌ ÉÓ Αρȟςππ 
 

7ÈÁÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÃÁÕÓÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÈÏÍÅȟ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÁÎÄ 
ÅÖÅÎ Á ÃÁÒÅÅÒ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÔÏ ÁÎ ÕÎÆÁÍÉÌÉÁÒ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ×ȩ  7ÈÁÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ×ÏÒÔÈ  
ÔÈÁÔ ÓÁÃÒÉПÉÃÅȩ  -ÉÓÓÉÏÎÁÒÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÏÕÓÁÎÄÓ 
ÔÈÅÙ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÎÅÅÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÒÁÙÅÒÓȢ  'ÏÄ ÉÓ 
ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÄÏÏÒÓ ÔÏ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍ ÌÉÖÅÓȢ 
σφσ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÉÎ .ÏÒÔÈ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁ 
συπ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ρτ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎÓ 
ςχσ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ *ÅÓÕÓ 

9ÏÕÒ ÇÉÆÔÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ .ÏÒÔÈ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÁÒÉÅÓȢ 
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Ibid. 



 

for our North American Missionaries and you’re 
offering that is so greatly appreciated.   

May God richly bless each of you.   
In Christ Love, Jenny Durham 

___________________________ 
 

AWANA NEWS 

Dear Family –  

I want to thank each of you for supporting our 
AWANA children this year.   As we head toward 
the final months of AWANAs, these children are 
amazing and are continuing to learn about 
Jesus.  Each week we hear Bible verses and 
listen to them ask questions about God.    They 
made Valentines Days cards which were mailed 
to many members of our church, over 30 cards 
were mailed this year.   The love that went in to 
making those cards was tremendous.   A big 
“Thank you” to Andrea and Richard for giving of 
their time to help with this mission project.   

Upcoming in March for AWANA children is their 
Race Derby.   They will begin painting their cars 
and preparing a car for any of you who want to 
come out and race that day   On March 20, 
2022, the track will be set, the cars ready and 
the drivers all revved up for competition.  
Trophies and bragging rights are on the line.    
Dinner will be served.   We would love for you to 
come out and join us.  If you do not want to 
race, come out and cheer these kids on.   It is a 
great time to watch your AWANA children in 
action.    You may even catch AWANA fever.    

I can never thank the teachers and workers 
enough for all the dedication and hard work they 
put in week after week.    The joy in the 
children’s faces is priceless.   

THANK YOU!   Mike Durham  

 

 

 

— SPBC Newsletter — — SPBC Newsletter — 

East Coast Men's Bible Conference 
Englewood Baptist Church  

Rocky Mount, NC 
March 11-12, 2022 

 

Guest Speakers 
Vance Pitman 

Don Wilton 
Michael Cloer 
Chris Aiken 

 

Music By—Isaac Pittman 
 

We have several men going to the conference. 
Please be in prayer for our men as they travel 

to Rocky Mount and back home. 
 

_____________________________ 

 

 

flowers in all the colors of the rainbows, buds on 
trees, how blessed we are to see the new starts 
of all that has rested for the winter.  

Our Annie Armstrong Easter Offering starts this 
month.  Annie was a bit of a dreamer.  She saw 
possibilities for helping people and before she 
knew it, she was right in the middle of making 
something happen.  Long before she was in-
volved in mission work for her church, she would 
become a Methodist, a Presbyterian, or perhaps 
an Episcopalian, but never a Baptist?  You laugh 
at that, but now we know she could not have 
been anything else.  Many things influenced her 
early interest in missions, her mother’s care for 
others, her Sunday School children growing spir-
itually and spiritual disciplines.    

Prayer and Bible study sustained her in times of 
joy and difficulty, whether over WMU work or 
personal matters.  She hung on to the reminder 
she found in 1 Corinthians 15:58, “Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, foras-
much as ye know that your labor is not in vain in 
the Lord.”   Without the aid of a typewriter or a 
clerk, she addressed by hand letters to all the 
state central committees as many as the 1206 
missionary societies.  Hour after hour she sat at 
her desk until her fingers ached so that she had 
to loosen their hold upon the pen.  

Annie Armstrong and Lottie Moon stand for self-
denial, but a lot of people don’t know their story.  
We must keep reminding ourselves – as the chil-
dren of Israel were reminded over and over of 
God’s leadership - that the self-denial of Jesus, 
calls for the gift of self-denial on our part.   The 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering begins this 
month, our church goal is $1200.00.  Annie Arm-
strong proved that what we do matters - even if 
what we do is just a little, as providing a glass of 
water if that is the best we can do.    Please pray  

WMU NEWS 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 

I hope this finds you doing well.   It 
seems the winter may finally be 
leaving and all the beauty of spring 
is ready to pop up around us.  The  
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“The Bible Knowledge  

Commentary: 2-Volume Set” 

Written by Faculty of Dallas  

Theological Seminary 

Edited by John F. Walvoord & Roy B. Zuck 

This detailed yet readable commentary, 
based on the New International Version of the 
Bible, is ideal for pastors, Bible teachers, stu-
dents, or anyone looking for a reliable help in 
personal Bible study. Now with updated con-
temporary covers, this classic series will reach 
a new generation of readers. With maps, 
charts, cross-references, bibliographies, book 
introductions, and helpful historical back-
ground, The Bible Knowledge Commentary 
Series addresses readers’ deepest questions 
as it draws them into the truth and power of 
Scripture. This commentary will benefit anyone 
who desires to search the Scriptures with un-
derstanding. 

* Brand new hardcover copies of this 2-volume 
set are available for $72.61 on amazon.com. 

   A copy is also available for church members 
to borrow from our church library! 

Blossoms  

Of  

Beauty 

Blossoms of Beauty 

Bloom in the Breeze 

Rarest of Flowers 

Seldom Seen; 

Yet an Eye, From 

Time to Time 

In Privileged to Behold One, 

Blossoms of Beauty to Behold,  

Bloom to Unfold 

Radiant Flowers More Precious than Gold 

The Hands of God are Theirs 

To Hold, So Graceful 

He Does Clothe Them 
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